
 

S E V E R N  R U N
E V A N G E L I C A L  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  

C H U R C H

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)

A Church devoted to the pursuit of Scripture, Prayer, Fellowship and Worship as an 
effective and ultimately victorious means of reaching our community for Christ.
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A D V E N T  S E A S O N



CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Wednesday, 24 December, 2025

✤ Indicates standing if able

WELCOME & GREETING
Pastor Jesse M. Crutchley

“Therefore the LORD Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

Isaiah 7:14

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES

INVOCATION

CALL TO WORSHIP                           Isaiah 9:6–7

✤ HYMN                                                                                                       No  01
            Joy to the World!

CONFESSION OF SIN
            Pastoral Prayer

ASSURANCE OF PARDON                         Luke 1:68, 69; Matt. 1:21

✤ HYMN                                                                                                       No  02
            O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the 
government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be 
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace 
There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His 
kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice 
From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of 
hosts will perform this.”

“Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and 
redeemed His people,  And has raised up a horn of salvation for 
us…And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”



HOPE
            Luke 1:26-38                          Ruling Elder Joe Mackes

PEACE
            Matthew 1:18–25                              Ruling Elder Jeremiah Horner

“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 
a city of Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel said to 
her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed 
are you among women!” But when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of 
greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you 
will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall 
call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne 
of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” Then Mary 
said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a 
man?” And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will 
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be 
born will be called the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth 
your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this 
is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. For with 
God nothing will be impossible.” Then Mary said, “Behold the 
maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her.”

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His 
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. Then 
Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to 
make her a public example, was minded to put her away 
secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she 
will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for 
He will save His people from their sins.” So all this was done 
that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with 
child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” 



✤ HYMN                                                                                                       No  03
          What Child Is This?

JOY
           Luke 2:8–20                                          Ruling Elder Matt Ball

LOVE
Matthew 2:1–12                            Ruling Elder Bradley Chwastyk

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is 
born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the highest,  And on 
earth peace, goodwill toward men!” So it was, when the angels 
had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they 
made widely known the saying which was told them concerning 
this Child. And all those who heard it marveled at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these 
things and pondered them in her heart. Then the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen, as it was told them.”

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who has been born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to 
worship Him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had 
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, 

which is translated, “God with us.” Then Joseph, being 
aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she 
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name 
JESUS.”



✤   HYMN                                          No  04
            Who is He in Yonder Stall?

CHILDREN’S MEDITATION                                     Pastor Jesse M. Crutchley              

SPECIAL OFFERING
(Given to the SREPC General Fund)

                                                                     

            Jesus Christ the Apple Tree                                                    SREPC Choir
                            

THE WORD PREACHED
     Reading of Scripture                                                               Matthew 3:13-17
     “Christ”                                                                       Pastor Jesse M. Crutchley

PASTORAL PRAYER

✤   HYMN                                          No  05
            O Come, All Ye Faithful

BENEDICTION   
           Candle-lighting

✤   HYMN                                          No  06 
            Silent Night! Holy Night!

Merry Christmas!

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. So they 
said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the 
prophet:  “But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  Are not the least 
among the rulers of Judah;  For out of you shall come a Ruler  Who 
will shepherd My people Israel.’  ” Then Herod, when he had 
secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go 
and search carefully for the young Child, and when you have 
found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and 
worship Him also.” When they heard the king, they departed; 
and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went before 
them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 
And when they had come into the house, they saw the young 
Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped 
Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented 
gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Then, being 
divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to 
Herod, they departed for their own country another way.”



SERMON NOTES
“Christ”

Matthew 3:13-17

13  Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 
14 And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and are 
You coming to me?” 15 But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, 
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 
16 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, 
saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”



SERMON NOTES cont’d
“Christ”

Matthew 3:13-17
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Based on Psalm 98
Isaac Watts, 1719

ANTIOCH
George Frederick Handel, 1742

Arr. by Lowell Mason, 1836
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VENI EMMANUEL
Plainsong, 13th cent.

Arr. by Thomas Helmore, 1856

Latin antiphon, 12th cent.
Latin hymn, 1710
Tr. by John Mason Neale, 1851
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Traditional English Carol
Adapted by William C. Dix, ca. 1865
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'Tis the Lord! oh won drous- sto ry!-

'Tis the Lord! the King of glo ry!-

At His feet we hum bly- fall;

Crown Him, crown Him Lord of all!

&
b
b
b
b

Text and Music by Benjamin R. Hanby, 1833-1867
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SREPC CHOIR SPECIAL
“Christmas Eve”

Christ

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree!
* Music by Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)

Lyrics based on the poem “A Handful of Flowers for a Christian” by 
Richard Hutchins (1761) as found in “Divine Hymns or Spiritual 

Songs,” compiled by Joshua Smith (1784).

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree.

His beauty doth all things excel;
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell,
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree.

I'm wearied with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be, 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.



CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY
“Christ”

Matthew 3:13-17

ALL
AND

AROUND
BAPTIST

BAPTIZED
BELT
BUT

CAME
CAMELS

CLOTHED
CONFESSING

CRYING
DAYS
FOOD
FOR

HAND
HEAVEN

HIM
HIMSELF

HIS

REPENT
SAYING

SINS
SPOKEN

STRAIGHT
THE

THEIR
THEN
THIS

THOSE
TO

VOICE
WAIST
WAS

WENT
WERE
WHO
WILD

WILDERNESS
WITH

What verse in Matthew 3 contains the underlined words? _____________
Write the whole verse out: ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

HONEY
ISAIAH

JERUSALEM
JOHN

JORDAN
JUDEA

KINGDOM
LEATHER
LOCUSTS

LORD
MAKE
NOW

OF
ONE
OUT

PATHS
PREACHING

PREPARE
PROPHET
REGION


