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Overview
Week 1 (March 5)  - Introduction, Scripture and Science 
  
Week 2 (March 12) – Genesis and Days of Creation 

Week 3 (March 19) - Different Views of Genesis 

Week 4 (March 26) – Creation and Evolution/Biology 

Week 5 (April 2) - Geology and Fossils 

Week 6 (April 9) – Age of the Earth 
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Overview
Week 7 (April 23) – Theology of Evolution and Old Earth 

Week 8 (May 7) – Astronomy (Big Bang) 

Week 9 (May 14) – Astronomy (Starlight and Time)
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Introduction

• My background 

• Charles Templeton 

• 1 Pet 3:15
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Introduction
• “But, Billy, it’s simply not possible any longer to believe, for instance, the biblical account of creation. 

The world wasn’t created over a period of days a few thousand years ago; it has evolved over millions of 
years. It’s not a matter of speculation; it’s demonstrable fact.” 

• “Should one continue to base one’s life on a system of belief that—for all its occasional wisdom and 
frequent beauty—is demonstrably untrue?” 

• Reasons Templeton gave for rejecting the faith: 
– Physicists who say ‘it took billions of years for the universe, our galaxy, our solar system, and our 

world to evolve to its present 
– Anthropologists who say that ‘our earlier ancestors did not suddenly appear fully formed, but were 

anthropoid creatures who lived on the earth millions of years ago. 
– Geologists who say ‘there is no evidence whatsoever of a worldwide flood’ as told in Genesis. 
– The ‘fables’ (in Genesis 1 and 2) which have ‘remained the grounds of Christian theology across 

the centuries.’  
– Noah and his family were too primitive to have built the Ark. 
– All the animals could not possibly have fitted on the Ark. 
– The ‘grim and inescapable reality’ that ‘all life is predicated on death. Every carnivorous creature 

must kill and devour another creature. It has no option.’ 
• Conclusion in his autobiography “A Farewell to God”: 

– I believe that there is no supreme being with human attributes—no God in the biblical sense—but 
that all life is the result of timeless evolutionary forces … over millions of years. 

– I believe that, in common with all living creatures, we die and cease to exist as an entity.
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Scripture
• The Bible: 

– Is inspired (2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:21) 
• Presents objective propositional truth 

– Its words reveal true propositions, or facts about things, and can be 
interpreted according to the rules of grammar and historical context. 

• Scripture is and always will remain truth, whether or not we read and 
appropriate it personally 

– Is inerrant 
• Full inerrancy:  Affirms the original manuscripts are without error in the 

things they assert. 
• Limited inerrancy:  Affirms scripture is without error in matters of faith and 

practice but may include errors on matters such as history, geography, and 
science. 
– Daniel Fuller (Fuller Theological Seminary) divided scripture into two 

categories: 
» Revelational – matters that make us wise unto salvation 
» Non-revelational – matters of science, history, and culture that 

facilitate the transmission of the revelational.   
» Scripture only intends to convey truth about spiritual matters.
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Scripture
• Hermeneutics 

– Study of biblical interpretation 
– Determine what God meant, not what it means to me 
– Literal interpretation 

• Must be interpreted in its literal , or normal sense.  The literal 
sense is the grammatical-historical sense.  This takes into account 
all figures of speech and literary forms. 

– Lexical (word) and Syntactical (grammar, word combinations) 
• Words may take on a variety of meanings in different contexts, 

they generally have but one meaning in any given context. 
– Scripture interprets scripture 
– Exegesis 

• Derive understanding from (out of) the text 
• The task of the exegete is to determine as closely as possible what 

God meant in a particular passage, rather than what “it means to 
me”. 

– Eisegesis 
• Reading meaning into the text
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Scripture
• Perspicuity of scripture (is clear) 

– God intended ordinary people, with the help of the Holy 
Spirit, to be able to understand scripture without needing an 
elite group to interpret it. 
• Elite group in Reformation time was the Roman Church 

Magisterium 
• Rule of thumb:  “If the plain sense makes sense, we should 

seek no other sense, lest we create nonsense.” 

– The Timothy Test: 
• “Imagine a Jewish Christian of the first century who 

understands Greek, Hebrew, and the Scriptures well.  Let’s 
call him “Timothy” since Paul’s protégé was called that.  
Let’s also imagine this Timothy knows nothing of advanced 
scientific knowledge of his day, such as Aristotle’s works.  
All that Timothy knows is from everyday experience or 
careful study of Scripture, which Paul says is sufficient for 
wisdom.  Now if Scripture really is straightforward and 
sufficient, then the meaning Timothy derives from the 
words is probably the meaning that God intended for 
everybody to get.”
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Science
• Operational (or Observational) science 

– Uses the scientific method:  
• Observation/Data collection 
• Formulate hypothesis 
• Experiment and test 

– Is repeatable 
– Is falsifiable 
– Examples:  Classical mechanics, Thermodynamics 

• Historical (or origins) science 
– Uses circumstantial evidence to reconstruct the past 

• No direct observations (from the past) 
• Not falsifiable 

– Heavily influenced by beliefs and interpretations of the past 
– Examples:  Biological evolution, Cosmology
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Science
• Martin Luther – magisterial and ministerial use of reason 

– Magisterial:  Reason stands over Scripture like a magistrate and judges it. 
– Ministerial:  Reason submits to Scripture. 

• Examples as applied to science: 
– Ministerial use of science:  Elaborates on clear teachings of the bible, such as a 

worldwide year-long global flood occurred about 1,600 years after creation. 

– Magisterial:  To claim uniformitarian science disproves a global flood, so Genesis 
must be reinterpreted to mean a local flood or dismissed as unhistorical. 

– Ministerial:  To study biology based on the assumption that living organisms 
reproduce “after their kind” per Gen 1. 

– Magisterial:  To assume all life has evolved from a simple cell and reinterpret 
Genesis so that one kind has changed into another kind.
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The Controversy
• Both sides have the same evidence and facts 
• Difference is in how the facts are interpreted, i.e. one’s presuppositions 
• Two starting points (presuppositions): 

1. God’s Word is truth 
• Revelation is the key to the past 

2. Man decides truth 
• Present is the key to the past 

• Questions: 
– Who is an elite group today that is people use to interpret scripture? 
– Is the bible accurate about scientific matters it discusses? 
– Should nature be considered a 67th book of the Bible, i.e. is general 

revelation equivalent to special revelation?
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Week 2 – Genesis and Days of Creation 
12 March 2017
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Genesis

• What is the most important verse in the bible? 

• God (Elohim) – All powerful creator 

• Created (Bara) – calls into existence that which had no existence, 
work of God (Rom 4:17, Heb 11:3) 

• Heaven (shamayim)  - space 

• Earth (erets) – matter 

• Paraphrase (Henry Morris):  The transcendent, omnipotent God 
called into existence the space-time mass universe.
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Genesis

• Reformation Study Bible says in introduction - “The tension 
between Genesis and modern science about the origins of the 
universe and of living species is largely resolved when it is 
recognized that they are speaking from different perspectives.  
Genesis is concerned about who created and why, not about how 
and when.  Science cannot answer the former questions, and 
Genesis is largely mute about the latter.” 

• Is Genesis 1-11 and particularly Gen 1:1-2:4 a historical narrative 
or should it be understood figuratively, allegorically, or mythically?
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Genesis 
• Literary structure: 

– 1:1 is an introductory statement, typical of Hebrew narrative 
– Rest of chapter 1 - how God created with focus on earth 
– 2:4 is transition verse - moves focus from all of creation to mankind in 

Chapter 2 
• Literary genre types attributed to Genesis 1-11:  Historical narrative, 

poetry, theological narrative, hymn, exalted prose narrative, legend, or 
myth? 
– Gen 1 contains little or no indication of figurative language.    
– The main characteristic of Hebrew poetry, parallelism is missing 

• Example of synonymous parallelism is Psalm 19:1 
• Some argue because Genesis 1 contains symmetry (such as having parallels 

between the six days of creation), and is not a normal historical narrative 
but an “artistic arrangement” with a theological not a historical emphasis. 
– This is a false dichotomy between history and theology.  Even if true 

(the parallels are overstated), historical and theological parts are not 
mutually exclusive.
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Genesis
• Literal (historical-grammatical) approach to hermeneutics 

– Interpret the text plainly according to its literary genre.   
– Plain meaning may be understood as “the meaning intended by the 

human author, as that sense that can be plainly determined by the 
literary and historical context.” 
• Takes into account metaphors and figures of speech (e.g. Gen 2:23, 

4:7 , 7:11). 

• Syntax 
– First day has a cardinal number without article (Day 1) 
– Days 2-5 have ordinal numbers without article (second day, third day…) 
– Days 6-7 have ordinal numbers with an article (the sixth day, the 

seventh day) 
• The Sixth Day – culminating day of creation 
• The Seventh Day – special day because God had finished creating 

and rested 
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Genesis 1 – Days of Creation

• Lexical (word) study 
– Hebrew word for day in Genesis 1, yom, has following semantic range 

(possible meanings): 
• A period of 24 hours 
• A period of light in a day/night cycle 
• A general or indefinite concept of time 
• A specific point of time 
• A period of one year 

– Examples: 
• “In my father’s day, he would go to bed early Sunday evening and rise 

early in the morning of the following day, and spend the next six days 
traveling, during the day, to cross the whole country.” 

• Gen 2:4 – “…in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens….” 
– Day  in Gen 2:4 is an idiomatic or figurative expression for “when”, 

context is totally different from Gen 1. 
– When used to describe an indefinite period, yom is always modified 

by a preposition like in Gen 2:4 (not in Genesis 1)
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Genesis 1 – Days of Creation
• Yom + Number 

– Yom + cardinal number (1, 2,3) or Yom + ordinal number (1st, 2nd, 3rd) 
• Occurs 359 times in OT outside of Gen 1 
• Always means a literal day or the light portion of a day/night cycle, 

regardless of genre, except for: 
– Hosea 6:2 – a type of poetic parallelism like Prov 6:16, 30:15 
– Zech 14:7 also debated 

• Clearest in numbered series of days, e.g. Gen 1, Num 7 and 29 
• Yom + evening and morning (ereb and boqer) 

– Combined with yom 19 times outside of Gen 1 
– Always means a normal day regardless of genre or context 

• Many lexicons use Gen 1 to define a normal day because meaning is so clear. 
• Meaning of words must be determined by how they are used in the specific 

context of the passage, not by possible meanings in unrelated contexts.

18



Genesis – Days of Creation

• Hebrew grammar in Gen 1: 
– Use of verb form “waw-consecutive” is an essential characteristic of 

narrative 
– “And” is formed by attaching the letter waw to the front of a Hebrew 

imperfect verb form. 
– Grammar indicates events happening in sequence (consecutively) 
– Used 55 times in Gen 1:1-2:3 of which 46 are clearly sequential. 
– Gen 1 is written as account of events happening in a definite order.
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Genesis - Other Scripture

• Scripture interprets scripture: 
– Exo 20:11 and 31:17 indicate the events of Gen 1:1-2:3 occurred in six 

days as the text plainly says. 
– New Testament authors cite Genesis 1-11 as history: 

• Gen 1-2 (Jesus):  Matt 19:4, Mark 10:6 
• Gen 2-3 (Paul):  Rom 5:12, 1 Cor 15:22, 2 Cor 11:3, 1 Tim 2:13 
• Gen 6-9 (flood):  Matt 24:37, 2 Pet 2:5, Luke 17:26 
• Genealogies in Luke 3 and Heb 11
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Genesis 1-11

• Hebrew grammar shows Gen 1-11 has same literary style as Gen 
12-50. 
– Gen 12 (call of Abram) makes little sense without genealogical 

links in Chapters 11 and 5. 
• Gen 12 begins with a waw-consecutive  verb, “and he said”, 

indicating what follows is a continuation of chapter 11, not a major 
break in the narrative. 

• Genesis is structured on recurrence of the Hebrew phrase eleh 
toledoth (“This is the book of the genealogy of . . .” or “This is the 
history of . . .”).  
– Occurs 11 times throughout the book:  6 times in Genesis 1–11 

and 5 times in chapters 12–50. 
– The author intended that both sections should be interpreted in 

the same way.
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Genesis
• James Barr, leading Hebrew scholar, and Oriel professor of the 

interpretation of Holy Scripture, Oxford University, England said: 
• He is a neo-orthodox interpreter so does not believe Genesis but 

says this about the Hebrew: 
• “…probably, so far as I know, there is no professor of Hebrew or 

Old Testament at any world-class university who does not 
believe that the writer(s) of Genesis 1-11 intended to convey to 
their readers the ideas that: 
a) creation took place in a series of six days which were the 

same as the days of 24 hours we now experience. 
b) The figures contained in the Genesis genealogies provided 

by simple addition a chronology from the beginning of the 
world up to later stages in the biblical story, 

c) Noah’s flood was understood to be worldwide and extinguish 
all human and animal life except for those in the ark.”
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Genesis - Objections

• Light (day 2) before the sun (day 4) 
• 2 Pet 3:8 
• Days were “God days” not “man days” 
• Too little time for all the tasks on day 6
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Week 3 – Different Views of Genesis 
19 March 2017
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Different Views of Genesis

• Young earth creationist/Calendar day/Biblical creationism 
• Gap theory 
• Day age/Progressive creationism 
• Framework hypothesis 
• Theistic evolution
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YEC/Calendar Day

• What is it? 
– Accept plain meaning of Genesis 1.  
– God created all things in six regular days. 

• Day 1 (1:1-5) - Heavens (space), earth (matter), time (implied) and 
light 

• Day 2 (1:6-8) – Space/Sky (expanse/firmament) 
• Day 3 (1:9-13) – Dry land, seas, and plants 
• Day 4 (1:14-19) – Sun, moon, and stars 
• Day 5 (1:20-23) – Sea creatures and birds 
• Day 6 (1:24-31) – Land creatures and man 

– Creation is young based on genealogies from Adam on. 
– Worldwide flood caused the fossil record.

26



YEC/Calendar Day
• History: 

– Majority of theologians prior to 1800’s held this view, including: 
• Ambrose, Basil, Luther, Calvin 

– Notable exceptions: 
• Clement and Origen of the Alexandrian school that allegorized 

scripture 
• Augustine (instantaneous creation) 
• All held to young earth 

– WCF “…in the space of six days….” language likely comes from Calvin, 
William Perkins and James Ussher 
• May have been added to rebut Augustine’s instantaneous view 
• All Genesis 1 commentaries from WCF authors held to this view:  John 

White, John Ley, John Lightfoot, George Walker, and William Twisse 
• There is no evidence that any WCF author held to another view. 
• No reformed commentaries with other views until 1845, after the  

“new geology”.  
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YEC/Calendar Day

• Theological Concerns:   
– None 
– Only view based on exegesis alone 

• Other Concerns: 
– Considered “anti-intellectual” due to prevailing scientific views
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Gap Theory
• What is it? 

– AKA ruin and reconstruction theory and pre-Adamic cataclysm theory 
– God created the world in Gen 1:1 a long time ago, including animals and 

soul-less men.   
– Geological ages happened between Gen 1:1 and 1:2 
– Satan rebelled and God judged the world, causing a great cataclysm 

which ended the geological ages and left the earth in darkness and 
covered in water. 

– God then re-created the world in six literal days per Gen 1:3-31. 

• Purpose: 
– To harmonize a “literal” view of Genesis 1 with the geological ages. 

• History: 
– Scottish theologian Thomas Chalmers (1780-1847) 
– Theologian G. H. Pember, “Earth’s Earliest Ages”, 1884 
– Included in footnote of Scofield Reference Bible in 1909. 
– Arthur C. Custance, “Without Form and Void”, 1970
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Gap Theory

• Theological Concerns: 
– Based primarily on eisegesis (reading into the text) 
– Poor exegesis 

• Genesis 1:1-2:  In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth. The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters 

• Reinterpret Gen 1:2 from “The earth was without form and void…” 
to “The earth became ruined and desolate….” 
– All standard translations interpret Hebrew word hayetha as 

“was” not “became”.  Nothing in context to indicate “became”.  
– Requires millions of years of death, disease and suffering before the fall 

(death before sin) 
– A very good creation?
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Day Age/Progressive Creationism

• What is it? 
– Accepts Big Bang age of universe about 14 billion years ago. 
– Days are interpreted as lasting millions/billions of years and can 

be overlapping.  
– Seventh day is continuing.  
– God progressively created new species over millions/billions of 

years. 
– Man-like creatures existed before Adam and Eve but did not 

have a soul made in the image of God. 
– Genesis flood was local. 

• Purpose:  To harmonize a “literal” view of Genesis with the 
geological ages. 
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Day Age/Progressive Creationism

• History: 
– Not codified until mid 1800’s, in response to the “new geology”, 

the belief that science has proven the earth is old. 
– Not accepted in the church until mid 1800’s with Hugh Miller’s 

book “Testimony of the Rocks”  
– Day age adherents:  Charles and A.A. Hodge, B.B. Warfield, 

Machen, Boice 
– Progressive creationism popularized by Dr. Hugh Ross, Reasons 

to Believe ministry
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Day Age/Progressive Creationism

• Theological Concerns: 
– Based primarily on eisegesis and poor exegesis 
– Requires millions of years of death, disease and suffering before 

the fall, including soul-less man-like creatures (Romans 5:12) 
– A very good creation? 
– Order of creative events in Genesis 1 is out of sequence
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Order of Appearance 
(Genesis)

Order of Appearance (Day-
Age)

Earth created before sun/stars Sun/stars existed before earth

Light on earth before sun Sun is earth’s first light

First life is land plants First life is marine organisms

Birds before land reptiles Reptiles before birds

Whales before land mammals Land mammals before whales



Framework Hypothesis

• What is it? 
– AKA framework interpretation or theory, literary framework 

view 
– Genesis 1 is a literary device teaching truths about creation and 

is not a historical narrative. 
– Creation “week” is a literary framework intended to present 

God’s creative activity in a topical, non-sequential manner. 
• “Exegesis indicates that the scheme of the creation week is 

a poetic figure and that the several pictures of creation 
history are set within the six work-day frames not 
chronologically but topically” 

• The week is a metaphor that Moses used to narrate God’s act 
of creation.
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Framework Hypothesis

• Primary aspects: 
1. Figurative narrative of creation account with two triads of 

days (1-3 and 4-6) 
• Triads for literary and theological purposes, not 

chronological, that culminates in the sabbath.
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Days of Kingdom/Formation of 
World

Days of Rulers/Filling of World

Day 1:  Light and darkness separated Day 4:  Sun, moon and stars

Day 2:  Sky and waters separated Day 5:  Fish and birds

Day 3:  Dry land and seas separated, 
plants and trees

Day 6:  Animals and man



Framework Hypothesis

2. Ordinary Providence 
– Adherents believe Gen 2:5-6 describes the earth on the third 

day of creation and the reason that there were no plants of 
the field or herbs of the field was because God had not caused 
it to rain yet.  They see this as evidence that God was not 
creating  via miraculous means but through the same natural 
processes we observe today. 

3. Unending nature of 7th day indicates creation days are not normal 
days. 
– No evening and morning on 7th day
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Framework Hypothesis

• History: 
– Developed by Arie Noordzij in 1924 
– Meredith Kline of Westminster Seminary popularized view in US 

so popular in reformed circles 
• “Because it had not rained” article, 1958 

• Purpose – “To rebut the literalist interpretation of the Genesis 
creation week propounded by young-earth theorists… The 
conclusion is that as far as the time frame is concerned, with 
respect to both the duration and sequence of events, the scientist 
is left free of biblical constraints in hypothesizing about cosmic 
origins.”  Meredith Kline 
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Framework Hypothesis

• Theological Concerns: 
– Adherents claim it is based on exegesis.  However, it is a new and 

novel view (foreign to the church for over 1900 years) intended to 
accommodate old earth views, so at its root it is eisegesis. 

– Triad of Days 
• Days of Genesis are not characteristic of Hebrew parallelism 
• Parallels do not stand up under scrutiny: 

– Day 4 sun/moon/stars better fit for day 2 sky/firmament 
then day 1 light/darkness 

– Day 5 fish/birds better fit for day 3 dry land/seas then day  
sky/waters 

– Nothing is created on day 6 to fill the day 3 seas 
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Framework Hypothesis
• Theological concerns: 

– Ordinary providence 
• Gen 2:5-6 describes cultivated plants that man would produce after day 6 

and not the plants created on day 3. 
• Ordinary providence during creation week is the same thing as 

uniformitarianism and an unbiblical philosophy that applies to all old-
earth views.  Just because miracles are not observed today does not mean 
they should be ruled out in the past, particularly for creation which in 
itself is supernatural and miraculous. 

– 7th day continues 
– Gen 2:2-3 and Exo 20:11 makes clear the 7th day ended.  God rested, 

blessed, and sanctified the day, all past tense. 
– No exegetical support for 7th day continuing in Heb 4 

– Allows for millions of years of death, disease and suffering before the fall, 
including soul-less man-like creatures 

– A very good creation?
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Theistic Evolution
• What is it? 

– AKA evolutionary creation 
– One who believes God providentially acted at some point in 

history to bring about the world as seen today.  Typical views 
include God guiding all of the following: 
• Universe is about 14 billion years old and Big Bang explains 

origin of universe. 
• Earth formed about 4.5 billion years ago 
• Life evolved on earth as chemicals interacted to form the 

first living organism 
• Organisms increased in complexity over time with all life on 

earth sharing a common ancestor. 
– Accepts mainstream science but not naturalism (which is 

foundational to mainstream science). 
– Some accept historical Adam, some do not.
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Theistic Evolution

• Purpose:  To harmonize scripture with evolution and long ages 

• Popularized recently via Biologos (2007) 
– “The bible is the inspired and the authoritative word of God”. 

• Evangelical adherents:  Tim Keller, Francis Collins, Bruce Waltke, Os 
Guiness 

• Theological concerns: 
– Where do we start?
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Week 4 - Creation and Evolution Models/ Biology 
26 March 2017
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Starting Points
• Both evolutionists and creationists have the same facts/data/evidence 

• Difference is how those facts are interpreted.  

• Facts are always interpreted according to a framework. 

• Each side has different starting points/assumptions/presuppositions/biases 

• Question is whose biases are correct 

• It is not that evolution is based on objective science and creation is based on 
subjective faith.  

• They are competing views of origins and both have scientific and philosophical/ 
religious components.   

• They are both equally valid as scientific hypothesis regarding the origin of life.
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Myth of the Objective Scientist
• “Science is fundamentally a game.  It is a game with one overriding and defining rule:  

Rule #1:  Let us see how far and to what extent we can explain the behavior of the 
physical and material universe in terms of purely physical and material causes, without 
invoking the supernatural.”  Evolutionary biologist Dr. R.E. Dickerson, Perspectives on 
Science and the Christian Faith, 1992 

• ”Evolution is a theory universally accepted not because it can be proven by logically 
coherent evidence to be true, but because the only alternative, special creation, is 
clearly incredible.”  Dr. D.M.S. Watson, Nature, 1929. 

• “We take the side of science in spite of the patent absurdity of some of its constructs, 
in spite of its failure to fulfill many of its extravagant promises of health and life, in 
spite of the tolerance of the scientific community for unsubstantiated just-so stories, 
because we have a prior commitment, a commitment to materialism.  It is not true 
that the methods and institutions of science somehow compel us to accept a material 
explanation of the phenomenal world, but, on the contrary, that we are forced by our 
a priori adherence to material causes to create an apparatus of investigation and a set 
of concepts that produce material explanations, no matter how mystifying to the 
uninitiated.  Moreover, that materialism is an absolute, for we cannot allow a Divine 
Foot in the door.”  Dr. Richard Lewontin, New York Review, 1997.

44



Creation Model

• Creation/Fall/Flood 
• God created the universe, earth and all life in six days, a “very 

good” creation, about 6,000 years ago. 
• God created the original kinds of animals that reproduced “after 

their kind”. 
• Creation was cursed as a result of the fall introducing disease, 

suffering, and death for man and animals. 
• The Flood killed all land animals (land vertebrates) except for Noah 

and his family and the animals on the ark, about 4,500 years ago. 
• Existing species of land animals are descended from the animals 

that left the ark primarily through natural selection.
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Evolution Definitions
• Change over time – meaningless 
• General theory of evolution - theory that all living forms in the world have 

arisen from a single source which itself came from an inorganic form 
• Theory that all life forms descended from one or several common ancestors 

that were present on early earth, three to four billion years ago. 
• Idea that living things are related to one another through common ancestry 

from earlier forms that differed from them.  Darwin called this “descent 
with modification”. 

• Is “unpredictable and natural” and has “no specific direction or goal”  
Source:  Teaching about Evolution and the Nature of Science, National 
Academy of Sciences, 1998. 

• Chemical evolution – non-organic life to the first living single celled 
reproducing organism. 

• Biological evolution - common descent of all life from the first reproducing 
organism. 

• Molecules to man/Particles to people/Fish to philosopher
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Biological Evolution Model
• Single celled organism – 3.5BY 
• Plant ancestors – 1.5 BY 
• Multi-celled life - 900 MY 
• Marine invertebrates – 580 MY 
• Marine vertebrates – 530 MY 
• Land plants – 465 MY 
• Insects – 400 MY 
• Trees – 385 MY 
• Amphibians – 340 MY 
• Reptiles – 310 MY 
• Dinosaurs – 200 MY  
• Birds – 150 MY 
• Land mammals – 140 MY 
• Flowering plants – 130 MY 
• Rodents – 75 MY 
• Primate ancestors – 75 MY 
• Grasses – 70 MY 
• Whale and dolphin ancestors – 50 MY 
• Apes – 25 MY 
• Humans – 6 MY 
• Source:  Timeline the Evolution of Life, M. Marshall, New Scientist, 2009.

47



Creation and Evolution Models
• Evolution Tree – single common ancestor for all life 
• Creation Orchard – Arising from separate created kinds
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Similarity/Homology
• Similarities in structures and DNA are claimed to be evidence for evolution (common 

ancestor). 

• All such similarities fit the creation model and are evidence of a designer using 
common design features
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Natural Selection
• AKA Selection/Adaptation/Variation/Survival of the Fittest  
• Originated by William Blythe, a creationist, 25 years before Darwin 
• Explains how species adapt to their environment and features can change 
• Darwin’s finches: 

• Darwin believed the small observed changes he saw could be extrapolated over a 
very long time and explain the origin of the species. 

• Virtually every example of evolution is natural selection/variation within a kind 
and sorts out existing genetic information: 
– Peppered moths 
– Bacteria “evolved” resistance to antibiotics 
– Mosquitos “evolved” resistance to DDT
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Natural Selection

51

• Natural selection is a conservative not an innovative (creative) process.  It 
does not add information, it selects on existing information and actually 
reduces genetic information, and is the opposite of what is required for 
evolution to occur. 

• Natural selection results in a loss of genetic information as species become 
more specialized adapting to their environment. 

• Artificial selection (e.g. dog breeding) is similar to natural selection. 



Mutations

• Mutations are genetic copying mistakes, inherited glitches, we all 
have hundreds of defects from previous generations 

• Neo-Darwinism attributes the creative force behind evolution to be 
genetic mutations, with natural selecting working through 
mutations, to produce all of the new information needed. 

• Mutations are almost always harmful but in rare cases can be 
beneficial. 

• Mutations reduce genetic information and do not increase it.  
– Even if a few mutations did increase genetic information, that 

would not support the enormous quantity of information 
required to evolve from molecules to man.
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Mutations

     “In all the reading I’ve done in the life sciences literature I’ve 
never found a mutation that added information.  All point 
mutations that have been studied on the molecular level turn out 
to reduce the genetic information and not to increase it.  

      Neo-Darwinian theory is supposed to explain how the information 
of life has been built up by evolution.  The essential biological 
difference between a human and a bacterium is in the information 
they contain.  All other biological differences follow from that.  The 
human genome has much more information than does the bacterial 
genome.  Information cannot be built up by mutations that lose it.  
A business can’t make money by losing it a little at a time.” 

      Source:  Lee Spetner, Not By Chance, 1998 
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Design
• Randomness:   WOTXMAOQGEXI 
• Order – repetitive low information sequence 

– Examples:  Crystals, ABCABCABC 
• Specified Complexity – a particular ordered sequence that conveys 

information 
– Examples:  Jesus is Lord, To be or not to be  

• Specified complexity and information cannot originate solely from matter 
and energy, requires an intelligence 
– SETI program looks for specified complexity to determine if life is out 

there 
• Irreducible Complexity 

– Must be fully formed to be functional with all parts working together 
– Mousetrap 
– Many biological examples at molecular and functional levels: 

– Rotary motors in bacteria flagella and making the ATP molecule 
which is a critical energy source in the cell vital for life 

– Blood clotting system 
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Molecular Biology
      “To grasp the reality of life as it has been revealed by molecular biology, we 

must magnify a cell a thousand million times until it is twenty kilometers in 
diameter and resembles an airship large enough to cover a great city like 
London or New York.  What we would then see would be an object of 
unparalled complexity and adaptive design.  On the surface of the cell we 
would see millions of openings, like the port holes of a vast space ship, opening 
and closing to allow a continual stream of materials to flow in and out.  If we 
were to enter one of those openings we would find ourselves in a world of 
supreme technology and bewildering complexity.   

       Is it really credible that random processes could have constructed a reality, 
the smallest element of which, a functional protein or gene, is complex beyond 
our own creative capacities, a reality which is the very antithesis of chance, 
which excels in every sense anything produced by the intelligence of man?   

       It would be an illusion to think that what we are aware of at present is any 
more than a fraction of the full extent of biological design.  In practically 
every field of fundamental biological research ever-increasing levels of design 
and complexity are being revealed at an ever-accelerating rate. 

        
       Source:  Michael Denton, A Theory in Crisis, 1986.
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Molecular Biology - Definitions
• Amino Acids:  Molecular building blocks of proteins 
• Proteins:  Molecule made from amino acids that perform many 

different functions in the body; mini machines that build structures 
and carry out chemical reactions necessary for life. 

• Genes:  DNA sequences that instruct cells to produce particular 
proteins which in turn determine traits. 

• Chromosomes:  Strings of genes 
• DNA:  Deoxyribonucleic acid , a large molecule with  a double helix 

structure in the nucleus of a cell;  Contains genes 
• RNA:  Ribonucleic acid used by cells to make proteins. 
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Molecular Biology & DNA
• Summary:   Genes tell the cell to make certain proteins.  DNA and RNA 

work together to produce these proteins using the cell’s genetic code.  
• DNA is the information molecule of life and contains the recipe or 

instruction book to make life at a molecular level. 
– Contains the blueprint for all proteins required for life and the 

code for building and running life’s complex organs 
– Includes the instructions for both the coding and decoding systems 
– Analogy: 

• Book – 2 parallel ropes 
• Chapter – 23 chromosomes (one/parent) 
• Paragraph – Genes 
• Letters -  Chemicals A, T, C, G (base pairs) 

– Human DNA has 3.1 billion letters, is about 6  
feet long if stretched out and intricately folded  
– A pinhead size of DNA is equivalent to about 10 
million 400 GB hard drives
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DNA Similarity

• Evolution requires huge amounts of information to be added 
– For example bird lungs are completely different from reptile lungs and 

of exquisite engineering design. 
• Human and chimp DNA are considered to be about 96% similar 

– That is arguable as recent studies by creationists indicate it may be 
much less. 

• Assuming it is 96%, the 4% difference means there would have to be 
mutations that account for 120 million changes in DNA base pairs (4% of 3 
billion). 

• Human DNA is roughly equivalent to 1,000 500 page books, so 4% would 
require making 40 new large books. 

• Population genetic calculations show animals with human like generation 
times of 20 years could only produce about 1,700 mutations in 10 MY. 

• There are vast differences between all types of creatures that evolution 
cannot account for at the micro-cellular level.
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Chemical Evolution
• Louis Pasteur 

– Showed that life only comes from life; disproved theory of spontaneous 
generation; yet that is the first step required in evolution. 

– Law of Biogenesis:  Life only comes from life 
• Simplest known cell:  Mycoplasma genitallum – 482 genes, 580,000 DNA letters, but 

must be a parasite to live, so insufficient. 
• It is statistically impossible to create even the simplest single celled organism via 

random natural processes. 
– A million monkeys typing on a keyboard would take 1.35 x 1016 years to type the 

simple phrase “to be or not to be” at 1 keystroke/second.  
• Miller-Urey experiment, 1953 

– Produced some amino acids (building blocks of proteins) in a reducing (non 
oxygen) environment with methane, ammonia & hydrogen 

– Problems: 
• Produced left and right handed amino acid; all in life are left-handed 

(homochirality) 
• Early earth had oxygen per oldest rocks which would not allow amino acids to 

form. 
– Experiment showed that with high intelligence some non-living amino acids could 

be produced, not life.
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The Fruit of Evolution
     “Modern science directly implies that the world is organized strictly in 

accordance with mechanistic principles.  There are no purposive principles 
whatsoever in nature.  There are no gods and no designing forces that are 
rationally detectable… 

       Second, modern science directly implies that there are no inherent moral or 
ethical laws, no absolute guiding principles for human society.   

      Third, human beings are marvelously complex machines.  The individual 
human becomes an ethical person by means of two primary mechanisms, 
heredity and environmental influences.  That is all there is.   

      Fourth, we must conclude that when we die, we die and that is the end of 
us.  Finally free will as traditionally conceived – the freedom to make 
uncoerced and unpredictable choices among alternative possible courses of 
action – simply does not exist…There is no way that the evolutionary process 
as currently conceived can produce a being that is truly free to make 
choices…”    

        
     Source:  Dr. W. Provine, Cornell University, Five Lies of Century, D. Moore, 

1995.
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• Evolution is a failed scientific hypothesis and is believed in spite of 
the overwhelming evidence against it because the only other 
alternative (special creation) is untenable. 

• Given eons of time, frogs really can turn into princes 

• Evolution is an anti-biblical worldview, really a religion 
• Col 2:8
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Biblical Genealogy
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Week 5 – Geology and Fossils 
2 April 2016
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• GODISNOWHERE
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Geology
• It’s still all about one’s presuppositions in interpreting the evidence, 

regardless of the scientific field. 

• Origin of Old Earth Geology: 
– James Hutton, Theory of the Earth, 1795 

• Earth history was cyclical, no evidence of a beginning 
– George Cuvier, Theory of the Earth, 1812 
– Charles Lyell, Principles of Geology, 1830-1833 

• No major catastrophes 
• Slow gradual processes at same rate, intensity and frequency as 

today  
– Uniformitarianism/Present is key to the past 

– Mostly deists or atheists who were philosophical naturalists 
• “…geological inquiry should be conducted as if the scriptures 

were not in existence.”  C. Lyell, Lecture at King’s College, 1832. 
– Uniformatarianism and millions of years ruling dogma by 1840
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Geology
• Christian compromise and acceptance of old earth geology: 

– Thomas Chalmers (1780-1848) – gap theory 
– George Faber – Day age theory, 1823 
– John Fleming – Tranquil flood 
– Liberal theologians – Gen 1-11 is mythology 

• “Can any man tell me when the beginning was?  Years ago we thought the 
beginning of this world was when Adam came upon it; but we have discovered 
that thousands of years before that God was preparing chaotic matter to make it 
a fit abode for man, putting races of creatures upon it, who might die and leave 
behind the marks of his handiwork and marvelous skill, before he tried his hand 
on man.” 
– Charles Spurgeon, “Election” sermon, 21 Sep 1856 

• Most of the church then accepted that geology had proved millions of years of 
earth history and reinterpreted Genesis   
– Before Darwin’s “theory” of evolution 
– Before radiometric dating methods
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Geology
• Scriptural Geologists (1815-1855): 

o Identified biblical and geological objections 
o Biblical objections: 

– Superficial analysis of bible 
– Death before the fall 
– Assault on the character of God 

o George Young, Scriptural Geology, 1838 

• Neo-catastrophism accepted by geologists in 1970’s 
– Accept local but not global. 

• “We have allowed ourselves to be brain washed into avoiding any interpretation 
of the past that involves extreme and what might be termed “catastrophic” 
processes. 
- Evolutionary geologist Derek Ager, The Nature of the Stratigraphical Record, 

1981. 
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Geology
• Fossil record is the main evidence for evolution. 
• Fossils (index fossils) are dated by the rocks they are in 
• Rocks are dated by the fossils they are in 

– There is a predetermined age for certain fossils based on the 
assumption of evolution and millions/billions of years.  When fossils 
are found in those rock layers rock layer, they are assigned that age. 

– A case of circular reasoning 
– “Contrary to what most scientists write, the fossil record does not 

support the Darwinian theory of evolution because it is this theory 
which we use to interpret the fossil record.  By doing so, we are 
guilty of circular reasoning if we then say the fossil record supports 
this theory.”  Ronald West, “Paleontology and Uniformitarianism, 
Compass May 1968.

69



Geology
• What would be expected from a worldwide flood? 

– Billions of dead things buried in rocks laid down by water all over the 
earth. 

– Fossils are in sedimentary rock, almost all of which was laid down by 
water, all over the earth. 

– 95% of fossils are marine and found throughout the earth including on 
high mountains. 

– Geological record is a testament to the flood. 
• Mt. St. Helens –catastrophic strata formation 
• 25 feet formed in a few hours on 6/12/80 from volcanic ash with 

many layers sorted by particle size. 

• Fossil record shows stasis with gaps/missing links at every level of 
“evolution”. 

• Video – Evidence of Rapid Fossilization, Dr. Andrew Snelling, Answers In 
Genesis
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Geology

71

• 2 Pet 3:3-7 - “knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the 
last days with scoffing, following their own sinful desires.  They will 
say “Where is the promise of his coming?  For ever since the fathers 
fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the 
beginning of creation.”   For they deliberately  overlook this fact, 
that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of 
water by the word of God, and that by means of these the world 
that then existed was deluged with water and perished.”



Week 6 – Age of the Earth 
    9 April 2017
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Video:   Age of the Earth, Dr. Andrew Snelling, 
AIG
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Week 7 – Theology of Evolution and Old Earth 
    23 April 2017



Time and Death

• “The secrets of evolution are time and death:  time for the slow 
accumulations of favorable mutations, and death to make room for 
new species”  …. Carl Sagan 

• Evolution and old earth views require millions of years of death, 
suffering and disease before man was created and before the fall. 
– Of animals including hominids (man-like ancestors) 
– Fossil record is a record of death.   

• Gen 1:31 - “And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, 
it was very good.  And there was evening and there was morning 
the sixth day.” 
– Was there death, suffering, and disease before the fall?

74



Death Before the Fall
• Scripture makes a distinction between the life of man and animals and the life of 

plants 
– Man, animals, birds, and sea creatures are “living creatures” (Hebrew nephesh 

chayyah)  (Gen 1:20-21, 24, 30, 2:7, 6:19-20, 9:10-17) 
– Plants are not “living creatures” so no issue with plant death before the fall 
– Life is in the blood (Lev 17:11) – applies to man and animals 
– God required animals to be killed in OT to forgive sin. 

• Man, animals, and birds were originally vegetarian (Gen 1:29-30) 
– Became carnivorous later, likely due to the curse 
– Implies no animal death before fall 

• “And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 
them” (Gen 3:21) 
– First animal death?
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Creation and the Curse
• Adam and Eve’s sin resulted in a judgment/curse on the whole creation, 

causing: 
– Serpent to crawl on its belly (a physical change),  Gen 3:14 
– Other animals were also cursed, Gen 3:14 
– Women have increased pain in childbirth (a physical change), Gen 3:16 
– Ground as cursed and produced thorns and thistles (Gen 3:17-18, 5:29) 
– Human death (Gen 2:17, 3:19, Rom 5:12, 1 Cor 15:21-22) 

• Rom 5:12 primarily speaks to human death but “sin entered into the 
world” does not preclude animal death because the curse due to sin 
affected all of creation. 

• Progressive creationists like Hugh Ross claim Gen 2:17 refers to 
spiritual death only 
– Hebrew word for death (muwth) is used 97 times in OT and 

always means physical death 
– Adam and Eve started to die physically then
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Creation and the Curse
• Man was given headship/dominion over all creation 

– Therefore his sins and God’s curse would affect all creation, as seen in 
the Flood. 

• Flood was another curse of the creation/ground (Gen 8:21) 
• Creation now groans in bondage to corruption as a result of the curse (Rom 

8:20-22) 
• Creation is waiting to be set free from the curse when the children of God 

are fully redeemed (Rom 8:19-23) 
• Curse will be lifted (Rev 22:3) and all things will be restored and redeemed 

through Christ (Acts 3:21, Col 1:20)   
– No  more carnivorous behavior (Isaiah 11:6-9) 
– No more disease, suffering, or death (Rev 21:4) 

• To accept evolution and/or millions of years of death before the creation and 
fall of man contradicts the bible’s teaching on death and undermines the full 
redemptive work of Christ.
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Creation and the Curse

• Cancer and arthritis and other diseases have been found in fossils claimed to be 
millions of years old.   

• Fossilized  thorns have been found in rocks claimed to be millions of years old. 

• Human fossil bones claimed to be tens or hundreds of thousands of years old 
show evidence of rickets, syphilis, and dental disease (Lubenow, 1998) 

• If all this happened before the fall, what impact did sin and the curse have? 

• Evolutionists believe there were five major extinction events where the 
majority of species living at that time were killed off.   
– If that is the case, then the pre-fall world was worse than the post-fall 

world, and particularly the post-flood world and the curse would be a 
blessing!
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Nature of God

• How does a belief in evolution and or millions of year affect the character of God as 
revealed in the Bible (besides the obvious contradictions in Genesis)? 

• God’s finished creation was “very good” (Gen 1:31). 
– Is it a very good creation if Adam and Eve lived over a fossil graveyard? 

• God cares for animals (Psalm 104:14-18, 147:9,  Matt 6:26, Luke 12:24) so why would 
he create via millions of years of animal death before the fall?
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Nature of God

• If the Gap Theory is true, God created the earth and all forms of life except for 
man, let them live and die for millions of years, destroyed them (perhaps in a 
flood associated with Satan’s fall), and then recreated the world with similar 
creatures plus man. 

• If  evolutionary and old earth views are true, God created the world 4.5 billion 
years ago, let it exist for a billion years before he created protozoans, waited 
another 2.9 billion years before he created metazoans, waited another 625 
million years before he created Adam, the goal of His creation since he was 
made man to rule over the animals, most of which lived and died before Adam. 

• Is this the wise and omnipotent God in scripture? 

• If God created this way, why would he inspire Moses to write the Genesis 1 
account that is so contradictory to the evolutionary/old earth order of history?
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God of Evolution

• “The problem that biological evolution poses for natural theologians is the 
sort of God that a Darwinian version of evolution implies…The evolutionary 
process is rife with happenstance, contingency, incredible waste, death, 
pain and horror… Whatever the God implied by evolutionary theory and the 
data of natural history may be like, he is not the Protestant God of waste 
not, want not.  He is also not a loving God who cares about his 
productions.  He is not even the awful God portrayed in the book of Job.  
The God of the Galapagos is careless, wasteful, indifferent, almost 
diabolical.  He is certainly not the sort of God to whom anyone would be 
inclined to pray.”  ….Evolutionist philosopher David Hull, The God of the 
Galapagos, Nature, 1992.
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Week 8 – Astronomy (Big Bang) 
    7 May 2017 

Video:  The Heavens Declare – Challenges to the Big 
Bang
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Week 9 – Astronomy (Starlight and Time) 
    14 May 2017 

Video:  The Heavens Declare - The Starlight Travel Dilemma



Available Creation Books
• Darwin’s black box, the biochemical challenge to evolution, Michael Behe 
• Astronomy and the bible, Don DeYoung 
• Thousands…not billions, challenging an icon of evolution, questioning the age of the earth, 

Don DeYoung 
• The wonder of man, Werner Gitt 
• Time and eternity, Werner Gitt 
• Creation evangelism for the new millennium, Ken Ham 
• Genesis and the decay of the nations, Ken Ham 
• When Christians roamed the earth, Ken Ham, Henry Morris 
• Starlight and Time, solving the puzzle of distant starlight in a young universe, Russ 

Humphreys 
• The collapse of evolution, Scott Huse 
• Defeating Darwinism by opening minds, Philip Johnson 
• Search for the truth, changing the world with the evidence for creation, Bruce Malone 
• For time and forever, Henry Morris 
• Science, scripture, and the young earth, Henry Morris and John Morris 
• The biblical basis for modern science, Henry Morris 
• The Genesis record (Genesis commentary), Henry Morris  
• The young earth, John Morris 
• Refuting compromise, Jonathan Sarfati 
• Refuting evolution, Jonathan Sarfati 
• The case for a creator, Lee Stroebel
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Available Creation Videos

Biology: 
• In the beginning was information - Werner Gitt 
• Fearfully & wonderfully made - David Menton 
• Feathers and fur - David Menton (VHS) 
• The hearing ear and the seeing eye - David Menton 
• Chemicals to living cell:   Fantasy or science?  - Jonathan Sarfati 
• Dynamic life:  changes in living things - Carl Wieland 

Geology: 
• Geologic evidences for very rapid strata deposition in the Grand Canyon - 

Steven Austin 
• Radioisotopes and the age of the earth - Steven Austin 
• Apemen:  “missing links” and the bible -  Philip Bell 
• The origin of old-earth geology & Christian compromise (2) =  Terry Mortenson 
• Rock and ages:  Do they hide millions of years?  - Emil Silvestru 

Astronomy: 
• Hubble, bubble, Big Bang in trouble - John Hartnett 
• Cosmology and a young world - Russ Humphreys (VHS) 
• Creation astronomy:  Viewing the universe through biblical glasses - Jason Lisle
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Available Creation Videos

General: 
• Answers academy, biblical apologetics for real life (13 part series, each ½ 

hour) - AIG 
• Genesis:  The key to reclaiming the culture - Ken Ham 
• Only One Race - Ken Ham 
• The bible explains dinosaurs - Ken Ham  
• The six days of creation, a young earth is not the issue - Ken Ham 
• How well designed was Noah’s Ark - Werner Gitt 
• Inherently wind, A Hollywood history of the Scopes trial - David Menton 
• Arguments creationist should not use – Jonathan Sarfati 
• The creation of the world - John Whitcomb (VHS) 
• Walls of Jericho fall no bible’s critics -  Bryant Wood (VHS)
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Available Creation Digital Videos

• Evidence of Rapid Fossilization 
• Age of the Earth 
• Heavens Declare:  Challenges to the Big Bang 
• Heavens Declare:  The Starlight Travel Dilemma
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Available Creation Children’s Material

Videos: 
• A is for Adam, the gospel from Genesis (VHS), AIG 
• D is for Dinosaur (VHS), AIG 

Books: 
• Dinosaurs of Eden, a biblical journey through time, Ken Ham 
• What really happened to the dinosaurs, Ken Ham and John Morris 
• Bombus finds a friend, Elsie Larson 
• A trip to the ocean, John Morris 
• Bomby the bombardier beetle, Hazel May Rue

88


